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Victor Pave, administretive director of the Paria newspaper Combat 

wus an important agent of the French Communist Party (FCP) 
between 19268 and 19534, At that time he waa considered & trusted Moscow 
representative and he presided over most of the purges that took place 
within the ranks of the Party, He aleo directed illegal espionage 
operations for which many members of the FCP respected and feared hik.. 
An added fuctor that facilitateu his rise in the Party wus that he ia 
of Russien origin. 


In 1954 and 1935 Faye surprised his Commu:.ist followers by leaving 

the Party, but, swccording to those who iknow him, he is not entirely 
free of his Commmiat ideology. Although he hes broken with the Staline 
ists and no longer believes wholeheartedly in the Soviet regime, Maye 
has kept & certain fidelity to his revolutionary ideas end is rather 
violentiy anti-American, On the staff of Combat hia influence tends 

to bring sbout o conciliation with the Comumiste und he categorically 
refuses to oppose them openly. 
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